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READER 


AS the Au Di raue were delivered 
upon a particular occaſion, and alſo met with the ap- 
probation of a genteel and numerous audience, the 
| Author flatters himſelf that ſome real benefit may ariſe 
| from the publication of them, not only to thoſe who heard | 

them delivered, but to many in Birmingham who had 
not that opportunity &, as well as to . in different 
parts of the Kingdom. 


T hey are, therefore, bumbl wn to * can . 
did peruſal of impartial minds. If they are found 10 
contain doftrines and ſentiments different from thoſe | 
of the preſent day, yet the ſerious inquirer, who is i:. 
ſearch after truth, through the love of it, will, it isn 
hoped, find therein no doctrines or ſentiments but what 


are founded upon the holy and unerring word of be 


LORD. The Author's moſt ſincere wiſh is, that all 
error and falſe doctrine may be totally relinquiſhed, 
- and * the unadulierated, Ow truth of the Bible, | 


* Tt is 1 known that MANY HUNDREDS came to hear; w 


could rot get into the Temple. In the courſe of the day (it is be- 
lieved) SOME THOUSANDS were diſappointed of hearing, for want 
of room. | 


| TO THE READER. 
may prevail among ſt profeſſng chriſtians of all deno- 
minations ; and if the following Diſcourſes ſhould have 
| the leaſt tendency to diſſipate human traditions, falſe 
| doctrines, and eftabliſh the pure truth of the word, 


| the Author will think himſelf amply. rewarded—at 
| the ſame time acknowledging that it is not of himſelf, 


_ whatſoever kind it may. The LORD himſelf is the 
alone fountain of all that is good, and of all that is true ; 
| therefore to Him alone te aſcribed all the r ie. 


— 4. <4 — — * 


| The Author can but acknowledge, -with the ner . 
| | gratitude, the good opinion his Audience conceived of 
| 5 Diſcourſes ; and he thinks it a peculiar honor done 

| bim, that their el for * e Was fo 
| ananimous. a 


2 them, therefore, and to hs no of FR 
| New Jeruſalem Church at large, are e they more pe- 
p cull dedicated, | | 
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SERMON I. 


' THEREFORE NOW LET IT PLEASE THEE TO BLESS 


THE HOUSE OF THY SERVANT, THAT IT MAY 

' CONTINUE! FOR EVER BEFORE THEE : FOR THOU, 

O LORD GOD, HAST SPOKEN IT, AND WITH THY | 
' BLESSING LET THE HOUSE OF THY SERVANT BE 

BLESSED FOR EVER. 1 | 
; IE II SAMUEL, vit. 29. 
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Tan ESE woule are the cnduiing part 
of a prayer which David, the King of Iſrael, 


offered up to his God, after he had given 5 


him to know his pleaſure concerning the 
houſe, which David had intended to build 
for the worſhip and ſervice of the God of 
Iſrael. And as they reſpect a circumſtance | 
of this kind, I think them no way 1mproper 
on the preſent occaſion; as we are this day 


1 conſecrating to the Lozp our Gop this 


Houſe, which is now ſet apart for the 


ſervice and worſhip of the LORD JESUS _ 
CHRIST, the” ONLY Gon of angels and 
| B | mei. 


— —-> a 


men. Permit me, therefore, to requeſt your 
ſerious attention to the followin 8 heads of 
diſcourſe: — | 
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In the firſt place, I ſhall lay before you 
a few reaſons why this edifice is 
_ erected, and now devoted to religious 


worſhip. 
Secondly, Take the liberty of noticing 


ſome of the leading doctrines and 


truths, which, by divine permiſſion, 
will be delivered in this Temple, and 


maintained by this Society. 


Thirdly, As 1 am confident every perſon : 


who cordially eſpouſes the doctrines of 
truth, will moſt ardently deſire that 


* the divine bleſſing may attend this 
Houſe, and more eſpecially the Church 


that ſhall be here formed; I ſhall re- 


25 mind you of a few things, which, if 
bing 1 and faithfully regarded, will 


be beſt calculated to enſure the divine 
| bleſſing which is requeſted i in our text. 


In the fourth place, I ſhall cohclude with 
27 -a ſhort, but 3910 
e, to r audier 


us and affectionate 


Iam 


„ 
I am, in the firſt place, to lay before you 
a few reaſons why this edifice is erected, 
and now devoted to religious worſhip. 


No doubt it may be ſuppoſed by many 
now preſent, that this kingdom 1s ſufficiently 
ſtocked with buildings of a religious kind; 
and inſtead of an addition being made to 
the number, it would be much better if 
many of thoſe, already devoted to religious 
purpoſes, were converted to a different uſe; 
and the congregations which occupy them, 
ſo far united in ſentiment, as to make 
much fewer ſerve their purpoſe. I can- 
didly confeſs, the great number of religious 
edifices, and eſpecially of different ſects, _ 
parties, and denominations, give us but a 


very unfavourable idea of chriſtian profeſ- 


ſors. I am apprehenſive hiſtory can hardly 
point us to an æra, in which there have 
been a greater, or ſo great a diverſity of 
religious characters, diſtinctions, and par- 


ties; and I am fo far from thinking it a 


bleſſing, that it rather appears to me a ſtrong 
proof of the ſad declenſion and darkneſs 
of the chriſtian world: and, if I am not 
much miſtaken, this very circumſtance, of 
which I am now ſpeaking, is one reaſon 
„„ why 
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| 133 5 
why this building is raiſed and devoted to 
the worſhip of Gop. For had not a real 
departure from true chriſtianity taken place, 
and an almoſt total darkneſs ſpread over the 
minds of chriſtians in general, the ſecond 
appearance of our LoxD and Saviour Jesvs 
CHRIST might not, as yet, have been known. 
And it is, principally, upon this foundation, 
that this Temple (for ſuch we. chooſe to 
call it) is ſet apart for religious worſhip— 
viz. a full and clear conviction of mind 
that the chriſtian church is come to its 
conſummation, and that the Loxp is mak- 


ing his ſecond advent—forming new hea- 
vens and a new earth—and ſetting up a 


kingdom which ſhall ſtand for ever. This 


is profeſſedly the reaſon why this houſe is 
this wy dedicated to the Lozp. 


But it is not © = 4. in this diſ- 


courſe, to adduce thoſe proofs and evidences 
upon which this conviction is founded, that 
(through divine mercy) will be done at 
another time. But I will offer another re- 
fon, which indeed is intimately connected 
with the above; and that is, we are per- 
+ ſuaded that ſuch is the ſtate of the chriſtian 
= church, om in every denomination thereof, 


that, 
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45 YT 
glorified ks humanity, and made it divine, 


2 uniting it with his own Deity ; and that, 
therefore, he is properly and truly Gop and 


Man, m one Divine Perſon. We cannot 


admit the idea of three Gods on any conſi- 
deration, as being repugnant to ſcripture. 
and reaſon, viz. we cannot admit that the _ 
Father is Gop and Loxp in one perſon, the 
Son Gop and Loxp in another perſon, and 


the Holy Ghoſt Gop and Lord in a third 
| perſon. For if there are three diſtin 
perſons in the Deity, and each be truly 


and properly Go, then there muſt be three 
Jehovahs, three Creators, three Divine Ef- 


| ſences, three Firſt Cauſes, &c. For to aſſert 


there are three diſtin& perſons in the God- 


head, each of which is truly Gop and Lox, 
and that ſtill there is but one God, is a ma- 
nifeſt contradiction. As no perſon can exiſt 
without a form, no form without an eſſence, 


cConſequently, if there be three diſtinct per- 
ſons in the Godhead, there muſt be three 


Divine Effences, three equal, co-eternal, al- 


mighty, and omnipotent Gods—which is 
utterly contrary to reaſon and ſcripture, and 


ſo impoflible in itfelf, that we cannot, on 
my W admit ſuch an idea. 


1 "Equally 


7%] = 
Equally diſtant are we from the faith of 
the Socinian, Arian, or Pelagian, who deny 
the Divinity of Jzsus CHRIST, and aſſert 
him to be no more than a man, or an angel. 
Inſomuch, that we confeſs the Lorp Jxsus 
to be the only living and true Gop, in his 


| Divine * 


© The Rant. .of this diſcourſe will not ad- 


mit of my controverting theſe ſubjects now; 
but, as a proof that our faith in the Lokxp 


Jesvs, as the only God of heaven and earth, 
is according to, and founded on the holy 
word, I ſhall adduce the few following paſ- 


ſages, out of a great number more which 


might be referred to: Iſa. xlv. 21, 22. © Am 


„ not J Jehovah? And there is no God elſe 


« beſide me, a juſt God and a Saviour, there 


* 15. none beſide me.” —xli)i. 11. IT am Je- 


“ hovah, and beſide me there is no Saviour.“ 
Hoſea xiii. 4. I am Jehovah thy God, 


thou ſhalt know no God but me; for 2 


there is no Saviour. beſide me.” —Iſa. xlix. 
26. © And all fleſh ſhall know that I, Jeho- 


 * yah, am thy Saviour and thy Redeamer.” _ 


xIvii. 4. © As for our Redeemer, the Lord 
of Hoſts is his name.” —xhv. 6. © Thus 
4 faith. * the "_ of Iſrael, and his 

«© Redeemer, 


EF ot 


5 « Redeemer, the Lord of Hoſts, I am the 
« firſt and the laſt, and beſide me there is no 
«© God.” —Rev. i. 8. 11. I am Alpha and 
® Omega, the beginning and the ending, 


. the Lord; which is, and which was, 


and which 28 f come; the Almighty. Fear 
not; I am the firſt and the laſt.” Rev. 
XXit. 12, 13. © Behold, I come quickly ; * 
am Alpha and Omega, the beginning and 
© end, the firſt and the laſt.— John xiv. 8, 9. 
Philip faith unto Jeſus, Shew us the Fa- 
© ther: Jeſus ſaid unto him, He that ſeeth 


me ſeeth the Father.” — Col. ii. 9. In 


jeſus Chriſt dwelleth all the fulneſs of the 
„ Godhead bodily.” —Rev. xv. 3, 4. Great 

* and marvellous are thy works, Lord God 
« Almighty; juſt and true are thy ways, 
thou King of Saints! who ſhall not fear 
<« thee, O Lord, and glorify thy name? for 


c thou only art holy. Ke. &c. 


Theſe paſſages muſt, I preſume, appear 
to every perſon, who is under any degree of 
illumination from the Lok p, as indubitable 
proofs that there is but one God in one divine 
perſon, and that the LorD Jesvs CHRIST is 
that one Jehovah. And here I can but ear- 
neſtly recommend this ſubject to your ſeri- 
„„ = ous 


| . 10 ] 
ous conſideration. It is, aſſuredly, of great 
importance for us to know, truly and ſcrip- | 
turally, that Being whom we profeſs to 
worſhip, and whoſe people and ſervants we 
are. It may, indeed, be ſaid, that the ſub- 
jet is myſterious the learned have ſeldom 
been agreed upon it—the volumes which 
have been written, have rather darkened and 
bewildered the underſtanding, than elucidat- 
ed the truth—and that controverſies and 
| diſputations have greatly depreciated the glo- 
nous ſubject, manifeſted the weakneſs of 
the human mind, and more perplexed and 
confuſed the ſerious 1 inquirer. 


1 How this has too often been the caſe, 
and I am far from recommending a method 
of this kind. It is very rare that we gain 
mach true light by controverſy—it is much 
more common for us to confirm our minds in 
error by diſputations, as they are generally 
carried on in a wrong ſpirit ; our own opi- 
nions we are determined to ſupport, and our 
- ſole defire being to come off with victory.— | 

But if you would know truth from error; 
if you are in ſ arch after truth, through 
the love of truth. I would humbly adviſe 
| you in the pr * N S to read the holy ts 

% Mon word 
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„ was a ſubject _ familiar to the men 

of the moſt ancient times, who eſteemed 
c jt the ſcience of ſciences, and cultivated 

it ſo univerſally that all their books and 


« tracts were written by Correſpondences. 


« The book of Job, which is a book of the 
ancient church, is full of Correſpandences. 


« The hieroglyphics of the Egyptians, and 


© the fabulous ſtories of antiquity, were 
founded on the ſame ſcience ; all the an- 


e cient churches were churches repreſenta- 


tive of ſpiritual things: their ceremonies, 


cx and even their ſtatutes, which were rules 


„ for the inſtitution of their worſhip, con- 
s ſiſted of mere Correſpondences: : in like 
c manner, every thing in the Ifraelitiſh 
church, their burnt-offerings, ſacrifices, 


5 meat-offerings, and drink-offerings, with 


all the particulars belonging to each, were 
Correſpondences: ſo alſo was the taber- 
_ « nacle, with all things contained in it, and 
c Hkkewiſe their feſtivals, as the feaſt of the 
_ © unleavened bread, the feaſt of tabernacles, 
Kc. alſo the prieſthood of Aaron and the 
<« Levites, and the garments of their holi- 
 « neſs: and beſides the things above-men- 
_ « tioned, all their ſtatutes and judgments, 
., 66 relating to worſhip and life, were Corre- 


0 ** ſpondences. 
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_ « ſhondences. "Now, e as divine 5 F 
2 things fix their exiſtence in outward na- 
* ture in Correſpondences, therefore the 
LY en was written by mere Correſpond- 
e ences; and for the ſame reaſon, the Lord, 
4 in conſequence of ſpeaking from the divi- 
J nity, ſpake by Correſpondences; for what- 


e ceerer proceeds from the divinity, when it K 
if | * comes into outward nature, manifeſts -itfelf oo 
| | Ee « in ſuch outward things as correſpond with 

Fl what oi divine: which outward things 

14 « becometepoſitories of divine things, other- 


© wiſe called celeſtial and ſpiritual, and lie 
« contained within them in a hidden and 
8 . manner - 2 DRE 7 


2 
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But 1 bal wor Thinkers: you, that worſt 
£ comfidernty believe >the propheſies of the 
holy word, which relate to the latter days 
and the Loxp's ſecond appearance, are now 
fully arrumpliſbed. t the New: Jeruſalem is 
_ deſcending from 'Gop: out of heaven that 
the new heavens. and new earth, r a new | 
kingdom and a new church, dare forming; | 
according tõ what is written in Daniel, the NF. 
prophets, the apocalipſe, and ſpoken vTß 
Insvs CHRIST Mien e kingdom that ſnal! 
ſtand for ever.—Alſo, that the period is near, 
. iin 


. 
n 
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in which there ſhall be oxr Janovani; nd 
his name one, all over the earth; conſe- 
quently, we believe that the chriſtian church 


is come to its conſummation and end.—But 


theſe are ſubjects, each of which would re- 


quire a ſermon to do them juſtice, or ſo to 
open them, that my hearers might compre- 
hend our views. I beg leave therefore to 
paſs over theſe for the preſent, with many 
other articles of equal moment, which I 
have not time now to explain, or even 


mention: but I will not amit to inform 
pou, that we do moſt cordially and con- 
fidently maintain that the Loxp our Gop is 


a Gop of goodneſs and truth, love and wiſ- 
dom, that wrath, anger, and fury are not 
in him; but that his love, goodneſs, and 


mercy flow continually to all his creatures; 
that he is tender and kind to the whole race 


of fallen ſinners, and 1s their Redeemer and 


- Saviour, in and by whom they might all 


have been happy for ever, had they believed 


on him, and obeyed his will. The whole | 
of redemption and ſalvation, we believe to 
be of mere grace, divine mercy and love; 


and that true religion conſiſts in putting 


away our evils—repenting of them — believ- 
5 ing in the Lord 3 CurrsT—loving him 
with 
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with all the heart—our neighbour as our- 


felves—and keeping the commandments of 
our God. 55 Dh. 


We « conceive that the 4 of true re- 


of ſuch a love, is not in truth a chriſtian. 
If we had a faith by which we could remove 


of heaven, yet without love to God and man 


2 FOR 
- —— w 
* 


we are nothing. 

| | We are men, in conſequence of having 
from Gop a will and an underſtanding, and 

| our will is deſigned to receive the influx of 
divine love—our underſtanding the influx 
1 of divine wiſdom. As, therefore, we give 
up our will and underſtanding to the divine 


putting away our evils and falſes, we be- 
come principled in heavenly love and cha- 
rity, and in true wiſdom, or the knowledge 


olf divine truth. By this divine love we are 


led to a life of holineſs, uſefulneſs, or true 


= religion ; and when under this influence 


we die to ſelf-love, love of the world, and 


= love of dominion, and liye in love to God, 


ane 3 


; * 
& 


; ligion i is love. to God, and charity to man 
and that whoever is not under the influence 7 


mountains, and a wiſdom equal to the angels 


influx from the Lok, by relinquiſhing and 


1 

charity towards our neighbour, and conſci- 
entiouſſy keep the commandments of the 
Loxp; then we are true chriſtians, and per- 
ſevering in this life of goodneſs and truth, 
we may confidently rely upon the divine 


4 promiſes, and chearfully expect a Ou and 


happy immortality. 


Religion has, for ages paſt, been repre- 
ſented as nothing more than a decent, but 

impeĩ̃fect morality, on the one hand or as 
ſomething ſevere, melancholly, and forbiding, 
on the other. Many of its doctrines have 
been ſuppoſed as infinitely above the limit 
of human underſtanding; ; and the preceptive 
part as requiring a ſullen deportment, a ſe- 


; - vere diſcipline, a melancholly aſpect, and an 


unſocial life. Whereas the truth is, that 
true religion is ſpiritual and divine in its 
origin — its doctrines rational, plain, and 
eaſy to be comprehended its precepts and 
injunctions mild, eaſy, and truly pleaſant— 
and the life of a chriſtian cheerful, ſocial, 
pleaſl ureable, and happy—inſomuch, that it 
is infinitely preferable to every other life, in 
its pleaſures, enjoyments, and ſatisfactions, 
as well as in its uſefulneſs, advantages, and 
| end. In fact, true chriſtianity, or religion, 
5 0 1 
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is nothing more nor leſs than love to Gop, 


and charity to man, manifeſted in outward 
life, in all our conduct, converſation, and 
intercourſe with each other: or, in other 
words, a true faith is to believe what the 
holy word teaches; and a true charity is 


to do what that word commands us. And 
it is with unſpeakable pleaſure that we 
believe the happy days are commencing, 


in which ſolifidianiſm ſhall hide its hated 


head faith and charity form a divine 
union in the internal of man—and be the 
diſtinguiſhing characteriſtic of the real 


chriſtian—that his life ſhall be a life of 


uſefulneſs, from a ſpiritual principle—and 8 
true religion again 1 in al its hea- 
5 e charms.” | | 


But allow me further to aſſure you, we 
do moſt confidently believe that although 
man is a fallen, depraved, and contaminated 
ſinner, yet he is a Free Agent. What we 


mean is, that every rational man hath 
given from the Logp, a power of willing 


that which is good, or that which is evil; 


of thinking that which is true, or of that 
which is falſe; and of chooſing one in pre- 
ference to the other. That man actually 


6. _ | 


, | „ 

e poſſeſſes this freedom, he may know from 
e the operations of his own mind, and what 

© paſſes inwardly in his ſpirit; he being 


<« able to think and chooſe either good or 2 


© evil, Now this inward experience evinces, 
ec beyond a thouſand arguments, that liber- 


c ty belongs to man, as his ſpirit is his 


proper ſelf, and it is that which freely 

c thinks,wills, and chooſes. That man would 
<< not be capable of being reformed or re- 
generated without freedom of will, is ma- 
< nifeſt, becauſe he is, by the original con- 
ce ſtitution of his nature, born to evils of 


every kind, which muſt be removed in 


order to his ſalvation: and that can only 
abe by his 4nowing, owning, -renouncing, 
and abhorring them. Indeed, without free- 
« will in ſpiritual things, the word of Gop 
«© would be of no manner of uſe; as man 
« would be in no capacity of obeying it in 


any of its injunctions. What is more fre- 


« quently inſiſted upon therein, than that 
e man ſhould do good, and not evil? that he 
„ ſhould love Gop, believe on him, and not - 
© Jove the world, ſelf, and fin, and hve in un- 
belief? Moreover, the word of Gon abounds 
te with injunctions and exhortations to obe- 


4 © Goin and with bleſſings and ener of 
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« free-will in ſpiritual things; 
_« ſuch things as regard ſalvation and eternal 


1 


cc reward for thoſe who practice its precepts, 


and with curſes and threatnings againſt 


s thoſe who do not practice them. But to 
* what purpoſe would all thoſe things con- 


< tained in the word ſerve, unleſs man had 
that is, in 


« life? See the following texts of ſcripture: 
“Luke iii. 8, 9. vi. 46 to 49. viii. 21 — John 
© xili. 1 1. 16, m — 1. Rev. | 


xm xxii. + > Fa | 


But I will Leads this head aby — 
that we acknowledge tlie holy ſacraments of 


baptiſm and the Loxp's ſupper, to be two 
ſtanding ordinances in the church, and 


which the Lozp himſelf hath appointed and 


commanded to be obſerved, by all thoſe who 


worſhip him as their only Gop, love him, 
and. keep his laws ; 3; and therefore thoſe ſa- 
craments will be duly adminiſtered in this | 


ſociety, which ſociety we profeſs to be a 


part and branch of the New Jeruſalem 


Church, which the Loxp Jenovan is now 


erecting on the earth. At the ſame time 


declaring, we can only become members of 


the Loxp's New Church, by relinquiſhing 
our evils and falſes of every kind—recewing 
3 üJ the 


„ 90-1 

the Lon in his ſecond advent —worſhipping 
him in his divine humanity as our only 
Gop-and from pure love and charity doing 
his will. Nor do we, on any account, con- 
ſider ourſelves better than others; or that 
we are more worthy to enter into the new 
kingdom of our Gop, than others are: but 
that, through divine mercy, the Loxy hath 
enabled us to receive the truth, as it is now 
manifeſted, a little before others of our pious 
brethren, and in ſome good meaſure to ſee 
the fallen ſtate we were in as chriſtian pro- 
feſſors, that the chriſtian church is come to 
its conſummation, and that the time is now 
arrived for the Loxp our Gop to make his 
ſecond appearance, form the new heavens 


. and earth, ſet up a kingdom amongſt men 


which ſhall never be deſtroyed, but be the 
crown of all other churches, and ſtand for 
8 ; 


| And we moſt lincerely and ardently de- 
ſire that our brethren in the chriſtian pro- 
feſſion, who are ſincere and upright in their 
preſent ſtate, may candidly, deliberately, 
and impartially inveſtigate theſe things— 
take every poſſible opportunity for infor- 
- mation—and be led, through divine good- 
| | 3 „„ 


1411 
neſs and truth, from every falſe 188 
human traditions, imperfect and unſcriptural 
ſyſtems, and receive the Loxp, his pure 
truth, and heavenly doctrines; and thus 
come with ſongs of joy and gladneſs to 

the New Jeruſalem of our Gov, the gates 
of which ſtand open night and day, to ad- 
mit and receive oy bumble N mind. 


IN you candidly reflect upon the : " 


jects above-named, I am convinced you will 
ſee nothing in them which is contrary to 
ſound reaſon and divine revelation. But the 
other part of my deſign I muſt leave until 
| the next opportunity; at which time I ſhall, 
by divine permiſſion, lay before you a few 
things, which, if diligently and faithfully 
regarded, and put in practice, will be beſt 
calculated to enſure the divine blefling upon 

this ſociety. Thoſe articles will, indeed, 
apply to other religious congregations, as 
well as to this, and on that conſideration 
will, I truſt, be acceptable to every ſerious 
mind naw. preſent. Permit me to conchade 
this diſcourſe by aſſuring you, that although 
we differ from profeſling chriſtians around 
us in our ſentiments and views, yet we 
wiſh to agree with them in all the ſocial 


9 


i 23 1 


connexions of life, and to convince them of 


our firm and ſincere attachment to true piety 
and practical religion. If we ſtand diſ- 


tinguiſhed from all the reſt by the doctrinos 


we eſpouſe, yet we wiſh not to be diſtin- 
guiſhed by a formal ſtiffneſs, or phariſaic 
reſerve. If we judge the doctrines we em- 
brace are the moſt ſcriptural, and the truths 
we maintain the moſt heavenly, and there- 


fore that we have attained to ſome degree of 
wiſdom, ſuperior to what we heretofore en- 
joyed; yet we ſincerely wiſh to manifeſt unto 


all, that our wiſdom is that which is from 


above, and is firſt pure, then peaceable, gentle, 


eaſy to be intreated, full of mercy and good 
fruits, without partiality, and without —_—_ 
ons 111. 1 7. | 


F inally, our moſt cordial and ardent 


prayer is, that we may hold the truth in 
_ righteouſneſs ; that we may know the truth 


from the Loxp—firmly maintain it, recom- 
mend it by our practice, truly enjoy it in 


our ſouls, and under the conſtant influence 
of goodneſs and truth, love and wiſdom, 
faith and charity, we may live a life of ex- 


tenſive uſefulneſs, abide in true charity 
| | with | 
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1 with all mankind, and walk in all the or- 


dinances of the Loxo blameleſs ; that ſo we 


may have a conſcience void of offence towards 
Go and towards men. And to this defire 


and prayer I hope every individyal in this 
place can heartily lay Amen. 


And now to the King 3 immortal, 
inviſible, and only wiſe Gop our Saviour, be 


glory and honor, daminion and power, for 


evermore | Amen. 
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SERMON II. 


THEREFORE NOW LET IT PLEASE THEE TO BLESS 
THE HOUSE. OF THY SERVANT, THAT IT MAY 
CONTINUE FOR EVER BEFORE THEE : FOR THOU, 


oO LORD GOD, HAST SPOKEN IT, AND WITH THY 
BLESSING LET THE HOUSE OF THY SERVANT BE 


BLESSED FOR EVER. 
11 SAMUEL, VII, 29. | 


Beloved Brethren, Fo 


= | I N our rus diſcourſe 
upon this text, we have laid before you a 


few reaſons why this edifice is erected, and 
now devoted to religious worſhip. We 
have alſo noticed ſome of the leading doc- 
trines and truths, which, by divine permiſ- 


ſion, will be delivered in this Temple, and 


maintained by this Society. And, accord- 


ing to our propoſal, I am now to remind 


you of a few —_ as if diligently 
and 


Is 1 


| and faithfully regarded, will be beſt calcu- 
i | lated to enſure the divine bleſſing upon us, 
bf which is requeſted in our text. After 
1 which I ſhall conclude with a ſhort, but 
| 4  - ſerious and afſectipnate e, to my au- 
| HE dience. | 
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And here I can but again remind you, 
that the eſſential doFrines of this diſpenſation, 
the grand wniverſals which include all tbe 
particulars of our faith, are, that Gop 1s 
ONE ; that the Logp JIxsus CynisT is that 
one God—and, ſecond, that we are to love 
him with all the heart, ſoul, mind, and 
ſtrength—third, that we are to love our 
- neighbour as ourſelves, living in true cha- 
rity with all mankind—and, fourth, that 
we are conſciencioufly, faithfully, and conſtantly 
to keep the commandments of our God. This 
is the ſum and ſubſtance of all true reli- 
gion—upon theſe doctrines this New Church 
is founded—and no perſon can be a real 
member of it, except he believes in them, 
and. lives a life et to chen. 
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| 1 3 
regarded, will enſure the divine bleſſing 
upon this houſe, the people, and the wor- 
ſhip here performed. And, upon this head, 


permit me to notice, that the divine bleſſing 


and proſperity will greatly depend upon your 
faithfully maintaining the doctrines and 


truths of the holy word in general, and 


thoſe of this diſpenſation in particular. 
You may expect, as you are now diſtin- 
gui ſhed from all other profeſſing chriſtians, | 
that the doctrines and truths you believe in, 
will be violently oppoſed. Even religious 
men, of almoſt every deſcription, will, 
while in their preſent flate, and under their 


- preſent views, condemn you as antichri ſton, 


cenſure you as enthuſiaſts, or pity you as 
weak, eaſily led aſtray, and moſt notoriouſly 


© deluded. They will believe, and doubtleſs 


Alert, that you have given into the wild re- 

veries of a madman, a viſionary dreamer, or 
enterpriſing impoſtor they will ſuppoſe you 
have relinquiſhed the holy world, for the 
uncertain legends of a pretended prophet— 
and the name of the Swede will be liberally 
applied to you as a term of reproach. The 
doctrines and truths you avow, they will 
2 . to have their foundation only in a 
_ ifordered 
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E. r dkred wn: and not in the infallible 


| oracles of truth. And, therefore, until the 


minds of the people are more opened to, 


and receptive of the truths, which are made 
manifeſt from heaven, you muſt expect they 


will entertain an unfavourable opinion of 


you as a Chriſtian Society. Moreover, you 


are not unacquainted with the influence of 
unſeen adverſaries, and the many artifices 


they will uſe to prevent the ſucceſs of the 


greateſt truths, the pureſt doctrines, and the 
be cauſe in the world. While, therefore, 


you have to expect ſuch oppoſition, you muſt 
nobly, zealouſly, and faithfully maintain the 


truth you have received; nor let the miſ- 
taken cenſures of men, nor the malicious ar- 
tifices of infernals, drive you from the ſtand- 


ard of truth, or influence you to give up that 
noble and heavenly cauſe you this day profels. 


You will, I truſt, ſee it your duty and in- 
tereſt to make yourſelves more familiar, and Z 
better acquainted with thoſe inſtructions 


which you believe are given you from the 


Lox, and with the true ſpiritual ſenſe of 


his moſt holy word; that ſo you may have 
it in your power to give an anſwer to gain- 
ſayers, and a ſolid reaſon for what you have 


N 1 


ot 


eſpouſed ; and alſo. that you may be more 


confirmed by rational conviction, that you 


haue not received a cunningly deviſed fable, 
but the pure unadulterated truth of the 


bible. By thus inveſtigating truth, and 
firmly maintaining and defending it, you 
may expect a divine bleſſing from the Gop 

of Truth conſtantly to reſt den you, as a 


1 religion one 


+. Secondly, A 3 —_ and faithfal 


Si of ſocial religious worſhip, will 


be another mean of enſuring the favour and 
blefling of the Loxp. This houſe is pro- 


feſſedly and ſolemnly devoted to the ſervice 


and worſhip of the Loxp Jesvs CHRIST. 


And every one who conſiders himſelf a 


member of this church, muſt ſee himſelf 
under a continual obligation to regularly  : 
and religiouſly attend this place for divine 


5 worſhip. It is much to be lamented, that 


many who profeſs themſelves members of 
religious. ſocieties, are ſo remiſs and negli- 
gent reſpecting this duty. Any, the moſt 


trifling circumſtance, will keep them from 
the houſe of Gop—Buſlineſs that may be 


avoided, and pleaſures which ought. to be 


omitted, 
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eſpecially fo in a religious ſociety. 


proper officers appo 


1 31 
omitted, too frequently en gage the profeſſor 


at thoſe ſeaſons when he ought to. unite 
with his brethren in the ſolemn ſervices of 


the Lokp's houſe—whereas nothing ought 
to prevent our attendance there but what 


will juſtify us in the omiſſion, even at the 
bar of the Moſt High.—T will only add as 
to this, if we would wiſh to ſee the divine 

| bleſſing attend this place, let it be our care 
to have the ſervice of Gop performed ac- 


cording to divine order; and let every one 
faithfully attend upon that ſervice at all 


times and ſeaſons, whenſoever he has oppor- 


ny and power ſo to 8 | 


Again, thirdly, There i is no doubt but you | 
will, my brethren, ſee the'great importance, 
and abſolute neceſſity, of religious order and 
diſeipline—for no houſe,” ſociety, or commu- 


1 nity, can long exift without order, aoholefome 
rules, and good government. 
_ anarchy, diviſions, and at length drffolution, 


Without theſe, 


would be the certain conſequence—and more 
It is not 
enough that a church be founded on truth, 

inted, and ſacraments 


Aduly adigmiftctod'; but certain ſound rules 
SO muſt - 


En. = 
100 be attended to, as to the admiſſion of = 
members, dealing with diſorderly perſons, 


whoſe conduct is unbecoming truth and 
godlineſs the management of many religi- 
ous matters relative to the church—as alſo 
thoſe of a temporal kind. A right ſubor- 
dination maintained every member of the 
body in its right place doing its proper 
work —and contributing to the good of the 


85 whole. Theſe things conſidered, with more 


which might be mentioned, you will ſee that 
ſucceſs and proſperity, peace and unanimity, 
will much depend upon a found d! 1 

* rules, and good order... 


Fourth, Can it be needful for me to fy; | 
that if you would enjoy the bleſſing of God, 
as a church, or religious fociety, unanimity 
and concord muſt be ſtrictly maintained and 
preſerved among you. Can any thing ope- 
rate to unite friend to friend, brother to 
brother, heart to heart, like true religion? 
Is not love the eſſence of true chriſtianity? 
Ils it poſfible that a houſe divided againſt 
itſelf can ſtand ? Suppoſe for a moment 
that a ſmall religious ſociety, of not more 


| : than ewenty. or * members, were di- 
vided | 


Vu; = 
vided in affection, full of enmity, variance, 
diſcord, &c. could ſuch a people proſper ? 
Could they be happy, or uſeful to each 
other? Could their worſhip and ſervices be | 
acceptable to, or approved of by the Divine. 
Being, the Gop of Love and PRAcR? or 
could they expect his bleſſing and protection? 
— No, by no means ! And how many religi- 
ous congregations have we known divided, 


rent in pieces, and diſſolved, through want 


. union, ne, and e ? 


o, What andſchief hath diſcord — in 
religious ſocieties l. How many feeling, pious 
hearts, have been wounded thereby ! What 
once flouriſhing congregations has it deſtroy- 
ed! And what reproach and diſkonor have 
often been brought upon religion itſelf, by 

that curſed infernal dæmon, dz iſcord ! But, 
while religious ſocieties live in union, con- 
cord, and harmony, they may expect ever 
good, every bleſſing, and abundant ſucceſs; 
for (as Paul ſays) the Gop of Prack will 
be with them. Be it our care then to avoid 
every thing that would have the Jeaft ten- 
dency: to divide the affections, and diſunite 
hs wa from nme % Behold how good 

bs and 


. 


and how pleaſant it is for brethren to 
"5 « dwell together in unity. Tt is like the pre- 


ciòus ointment upon the head, that ran 


« down upon the beard, even Aaron's beard, 


« that went down to the {ſkirts of his gar- 
« ments. As the dew of Hermon, and as the 


de that deſcended upon the mountains of 


8 Zion—for THERE the LokD COMMANDED | 
ne - BLESSING, EVEN LIFE FOR EVERMORE. 


(Palm cxxxiii.) But 1 muſt not enlarge here. 
Permit me further to remind you, that re 


Charity is the only foundation of religious 


unzon—and that only can preſerve it. By 


true charity I mean, our loving each other as 


we love ourſelves.— Or in other words, © True 
charity is an internal affection of the ſoul, 


cc proceeding from the Loxp Jesvs CurisT _ 


« as its proper foundation, and prompting a 
« man to do good and act uprightly, from a 


pure love of goodneſs and uprightneſs, 
„without any regard to reward or recom- 


« penſe: for it brings its own reward along 
« with it, and in its exerciſes ; is attended with 


te the higheſt and pureſt W of life.” wy 


_ (Heay. Doct. No. 104). 


The man of charity e will ſeek the ; 


; er of all—and do good to all, accordin gto 
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1 ſtdthce power given him, both as to their temporal * 
Wy and their eternal intereſts. —Suffer me to 
1 | i read to you that beautiful, that inimitable 
| 1 deſeription of charity, given us by the Apoſtle 
„ Paaul, in his 1ſt Epiſt. to the Cor. ch. xiii. 
—_—.. -£ Though I ſpeak with the tongues of men 
| ff © and of angels, and have not charity, I am 
| become as ſounding braſs, or a tinkling 
it „ eymbal; and though I have the gift of 
| 1 ͤpropheſy, and underſtand all myſteries, and 
| all knowledge; and though Thave all faith, 
. « ſo that I could remove mountains, and 


„have no charity, I am nothing. —- And 
e though I beſtow all my goods to feed the 
poor, and give my body to be burned; 
« and have not charity, it profiteth me 
« nothing. Charity ſuffereth long, and is 
te kind — Charity envyeth not — Charity 
« yaunteth not itſelf — is not puffed up— 
« doth not behave itſelf unſeemly—ſeketh 
| © not ber cum, is not eaſily provoked, thinketh 
Jo evil, rejoiceth not in iniquity, but re- 
1 | © joiceth in the truth—beareth all things, 
vn! | e believeth all things, hopeth all things, 
an e endureth all things—Charity never fail- 
„eth. And now abideth faith, hope, cha- 
2 rity—theſe three; but che funk of theſc 
* 10 . „„ 
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5 This charity, my brethren, Will prevent 


divifions, heal breaches, increaſe harmony, 
promote virtue, put a check to all envy, 
tale- bearing, evil ſpeaking, reſentment, and 
anger; and, in ſhort, make that religious ſo- 
ciety where it is truly cultivated, a form of 
heaven below. And may the God of love and 
peace inſpire every individual in his ſociety 
with this divine virtue! may pure diſintereſted 
charity be ever cultivated by you all, and then 
= gates of hell can never prevail uggind yu 


4; wil conclude this head of aun by 
recommending to you (as an infalliable mean 
of enſuring the bleſſing requeſted in my text) 

a conſtant, regular, and fincere life of goodneſs 
and truth; ' piety and holineſs. I mean, that 
every one of you will ſtrictly adhere to, and 


punctually obſerve, the divine command- 
ments, in every relative capacity in every de- 
partment of life — in every part of your con- 


duct, whether public or private—whether i in 
the world, in the church, in your family, 
or in your cloſet. Remembering that no 
perſon can be a worthy and uſeful member 
of a religious community, if he be not ſober, 
righteous, and good; or, in other words, if he 
Go not pu away evil and do good; ceaſe to 
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reward infinitely great and glorious. 
his life ought to correſpond with the pecu- 


5 


do evil, and learn to do well. The eien 5 
profeſſor, and eſpecially the member of the 


Lokp's New Church, the ſubject of the holy 


Jeruſalem, muſt be internally and externally 


righteous. The doctrines he hath embraced, 
are the moſt holy—the truths he profeſſes, 
the moſt pure—the principles from which he 
acts, the moſt noble, difintereſted, and heavenly— _ 
bis views the maſt enlarged and animating—bis 
religious knowledge the moſt extenfrue—and his 


liar bleſſings he hath received, and his ex- 


| ample be ſuch as to recommend the holy 


doctrines and truths he has profeſſed. I 


would not be underſtood here to recommend 


a melancholly unſocial conduct, a ſullen or preciſe 


— — + — 4 


Therefore 


behaviour, a hypocritical frifineſs, an affected 
ſanctity, or an abſtinence from the innocent, 
harmleſs  enjoyments of life; but a noble, 
many virtue, a cheerful ſobriety, a ſtrict re- 
gard to goodneſs and truth, an endeavour 
to make all who are about us happy, and ſo 


to walk as to be happy ourſelves, 1 in a conſci- 


ouſneſs & the divine n and e 5 


I would humbl) y hope the fol rules I have | 


here laid, 1 recommend themſelves to the ju- 
. dicious 


N 

dicious judgment of this codes as being 
' abſolutely neceſſary to be attended to by 
every member of a true chriſtian church ; 
and ſuch as cannot fail to enſure the divine 
bleſſing upon that ſociety, which carefully 
and conſtantly attends to them. And there- 
fore, that I may not too much intrude upon 
your patience, I will leave them for the pre- 
ſent, and conclude this diſcourſe with a ſeri- 
ous and affectionate addreſs to my audience; 
more eſpecially to that part of it, who are 

upright profeſſors in the preſent chriſtian 

church (ſo called) of winheven denomination 8 
vou my be. | — 


5 My wi firs, as I have thus freely, in 
the preceding diſcourſe, laid before you ſome 
of the leading and more effential doctrines 
which we as a people believe in and main- 
___ tam, it 1s very probable you may at this mo- 
ment conceive an unfavourable opinion of us 
as a religious ſociety, in conſequence of our 
faith in doctrines and truths ſo very oppoſite 
to thoſe you at preſent eſpouſe; eſpecially 
as I could only mention thoſe doctrines, not 
having time to prove the- truth and reality 
of them by reaſon and ſcripture—but that, 


by divine permiſſion, ſhall be done in our 
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Furtlier labours. Permit me, wacher to 


ſeriouſly aſſure you, that we do not maintain 
theſe doctrines, ſeparate from other religious 


ſocieties, and eſtabliſh a regular worſhip in 
this Temple, becauſe we wiſb to be fingular, 
or are fond of ſeparating from others. We 
moſt heartily wiſh that all ſerious minds in 


Great Britain were fo far principled in pure 
truth and ſound doctrine, that we could 
unite with them in heart and life, in faitn 

and worſhip. Nor would we have you ſfup- 


| Poſe, that we look with ſupercilious con- 
tempt upon other denominations of profeſ- 1 


ſors— for we do not, by any means. We 
believe there are many ſincere, upright minds, 


of every name and party; men and women, 


who ſtand high in the divine favour, as ſim- 
plified honeſt minds. We pretend not to 
condemn our fellow- creatures, nor cenſure 
| profeſſors of religion-we well know there 
are many things which powerfully operate 


_ againſt, and prevent their reception of pure | 


truth; and rather than cenſure them in their 
preſent ſtate, we would freely contribute 


what we are able towards the removal of 
thoſe hindrances, and the diſſipating of thoſe 


clouds, which prevent the light of divine 
truth from ſhining n more fully into their 
minds. 


1 39 1 


nünds. We only wiſh to oppoſe what is 
euil, and what is falſe—lt is, therefore, the 
unſound creeds, articles of faith, human inven- 
tons, traditions of men, and unſcriptural doc- 
trines, maintained by the preſent church of 
every denomination, which we are bound to 
reject; being, we conceive, fully convinced 
by divine light and truth, that there are no 
genuine, pure, unadulterated doctrines, now 
remaining in the church: but that the abo- 
mination which makes deſolate, Fas long 
been ſet up in the holy place, by which 
means genuine primitive chriſtianity has been 
_ corrupted, adulterated, and deſtroyed—errors 
have abounded, and human inventions have 
prevailed, to the extinction of pure truth, 
and ſound faith. All confirmed errors and 
flalſe doctrines operate againſt goodneſs; 


therefore, iniquity bas abounded— the love 


Xxxiv. 29. 


of many waxed cold and true charity is no 
more. Or, according to our Lok p's Predic- 
tions, © The ſun” [or divine love] © is dark- 


* ened; the moon” [or true faith] no 


longer gives her light; the ſtars” [or hea- 
venly doctrines and truths] & are fallen from 
heaven“ [that is, the church] © and the 
powers of the heavens are ſhaken.” Matt. : 
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It is impoſſible, therefore, for us to be rati- 
onally and ſcripturally convicted that this is 
the caſe, and at the ſame time to abide in and | 
profeſs the doctrines of ſuch a defolated church. 
Nor are we alone in theſe our views; many 
of the clergy, and great numbers of the laity, 
are, with us, equally convinced that the chriſ- 
tian church is come to its conſummation— 
the propheſies of the word, relative to the 
Lord's ſecond advent, fulfilled; and that the 
new heavens and new earth are forming—and 
the New Jeruſalem deſcending from Gop out 
of heaven, prepared as à bride adorned for 

her huſband, _ 


| "You may, firs, eaſily conceive we cannot 
ſeparate ourſelves from the old church, for 
temporal honor, eaſe, or advantage—no; we | 
rather expect, yea, we find, reproach, trou- 
ble, and loſs —Heretics , ſchiſmatics, deluded 
dreamers, viſionary enthuſiaſts, are names and - 
terms of reproach, which we expect to meet 
with from all quarters—backſliders and apoſ- 
tates from the truth, and from chriſtianity, 
we doubtleſs are deemed by thoſe ſocieties we 
have heretofore been connected with. But 
all theſe things move us not. Truth is more 


precious than rubies or gold; and the ſincere 
| | | | lover 


3-46] 


lover of truth will think no facrifice he can 


make too great, to obtain and enjoy that in- 


valuable treaſure. But you will aſk, How know 


we that truth is on our fide? I anſwer, By 
light from heaven. You rejoin, What light! 5 


I reply, The holy word, now opened in its in- 


ternal ſenſe by and from the Loxp. - You aſk, 
By what mean, or inſtrument? I anſwer, By 

a ſervant, ſent, gifted, qualified, and appointed 

to that work, You will ſay, How know we 

this? I add, By rational conviction, the evi- 
dence of truth itſelf, and comparing ſcripture 


with ſcripture, and events with the predic- 
tions of them. Truth always carries its own 

evidence along with it; to the impartial en- 
quirer, the upright mind: g and here give me 


leave to obſerve, that previous to our LorD's 


firſt appearance, as the Meſſiah and Saviour, 


]ohn the Baptiſt was ſent to prepare his way; 


that is, to prepare the minds of men for the 
reception of the Loxp and his heavenly doc- 


trine, Objections were then made againſt | 


John, as a deceiver, an impoſtor, a diſordered 


man. The prieſts, ſcribes, phariſees, and re- 
ligious people of that day, rejected his meſ- 
ſage; and continued in their miſtaken notions, 

their pride, and unbelief. The conſequence 


Was, that when the LoRD perſonally appeared, 
"_ 
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taught among them, ſpake as never man ſpake, 


and even died for their ſouls, they rejected 
him alſo; denied his doctrine, ſaid he had a 


devil, and was mad; and remained in their 
obſtinate infidehty, till the judgments of - 


the Loxp fell upon them, and they ſunk 


into that ſtate of wretchedneſs, which their 
oppoſitions and unbelief brought upon them. 


But thoſe ſimple, defecate minds, who re- 
ceived the meſſage of John, believed him ſent 

of 'Gop, and were baptized of him; theſe 
were prepared for the reception of his maſ- 


ter and Lord, believed on him; received his 
inſtructions, left the old church they had 


long been in, followed Jeſus through evil 


report and perſecution, and now fit in his 
kingdom, behold his glory, and ww ever- 
: TO _y and peace. . 


Suffer me, e (as N 1 may 


never have the whole of this judicious audi- 
ence before me again) to take the freedom of 


recommending to you the reading of thoſe 
writings which we (at leaſt) are confident 


were written by a ſervant and meſſenger of 


the Lok, equally as great, and as certainly 


ſent by the Loxp, as John the Baptiſt—I 


mean the ge of the Hon. E. Swe- 
DENBORG. 


3500 


DEN BORG. Let not the odiums thrown out 


againſt him, by prejudiced minds, prevent 
you from examining for yourſelves, and 


uſing your rational powers in this caſe. Let 


not the ungenerous, illiberal, and Falle tales, 

circulated concerning him, by envy's forked 
tongue, hinder your reading the moſt profound 

metaphyſician, the moſt penetrating philoſopher, 


and the ſoundeft divine the world can boaſt, 
wou know that the prophets of Gop, 

John the Baptiſt, the Apoſtles, and J=sus 
. Cnr1sT himſelf, were all equally as much 

reviled, reproached, and branded, with every 
ſtigma infernals could ſuggeſt, and the tongue 
of falſchood utter—And with what deſign? 
Why that men might be kept from knowing 
and receiving the truth. Theſe liberal aſper- 


frons, therefore, theſe unkind and falſe odiums, 


are ſo far from convincing the rational, 


impartial mind, that he was a deluded man, or 


an impoſter, that they are abſolutely a preſump- 
tive proof that he was a good man, and ſent 
of God. Not that we with you to conceive 


we idolize THE MAN, or venerate him any *' 


more than we do any other ſound, pious, 
and ff ful chriſtian—No, the Man is out of 
 . the queſtion. It is the truth, manifeſted 

| - I | from 
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from the Loxp which we efteem, receive, rejoice 


in, and recommend to your ſerious. and im- 


mm _ 


T 15 Divide Being beſt 1 „ whet meats, 
and at what times, to accompliſh his own 


word, and make new diſcoveries to man; 


and whether it be by a prince or a peaſant, a 


a biſhop or a layman, we are equally bound to 


receive the meſſage from the Loxp with gra- 


_ titude, thankfulneſs, and Jove. And we can 
ſay, with a peculiar degree of pleaſure, that 


we have not the leaſt doubt but thoſe ſerious, 
humble minds, who are in earneſt ſearch after 
truth, from the love of truth, will, by an 


impartial, unprejudiced peruſal of the above- 
named writings, have their underſtandings 


greatly enlightened, their views of the holy 
word wonderfully enlarged, and their 29% 
ſanguine expectations gratified. They will, 
hereby, be convinced that the doctrines and 
ſentiments now maintained by profeſſors in 
general, are nugatory and unſcriptural ; they 
will be led to fee; by the light of divine 
truth itſelf, that there is but one Gop in 
one divine perſon ; ; and that the Loxp Jxsus 
Cunisri is THAT ONE Gop— That ur is now | 
| making 


„ 


making his 3 advent 3 men, 
forming new heavens and a new earth, ſet- 
ting up a kingdom which ſhall ſtand for 
ever, revealing the internal ſenſe of his own 
holy word, and exhibiting to the view of 
ſpiritual minds, the inconceivable wonders 
of his heaveniy kingdom.” They will fee, 
to their unutterable joy, that the gates of 


the New Jeruſalem ſtand open to admit the 


85 Pious prepared minds, who are principled _ 
in goodneſs and truth. And with ſongs of 
joy, with unwordable rapture, gratitude, 
and love, they will enter into the happy 
city; and unite with all the holy ſons and 
daughters of Zion, to celebrate the praiſe 
of our g merciful LoxD IEHO VAR, Who 
bath again condeſcended to viſit fallen man 
with new diſcoveries nd ere truth, and 


5 love. 


Permit me, my chriſtian brethren, to 
earneſtly exhort you, to make the trial for 
yourſelves. J can have no views herein, 
but your everlaſting good and advantage. 
You will therefore excuſe my freedom. I 
only give my advice in theſe things—T 
have no authority to do more—and that I 


do in love. Moſt of you are ſtrangers to 
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7 me at preſent—but we are all the offspring 
85 Therefore as 
men, as brethren, we ou ght to be dear to 


of one Creator and Gp. 


each other; and true charity will compel us 
to be kind, affectionate, and zealous to pro- 


mote each others. true happineſs Under this 


influence, I truſt it is, that I now fo ear- 


: neſtly call upon you, to inveſtigate truth— 


examine what I have recommended—and 


give up your will and underſtanding to the 


Lox alone :—And be aſſured, that whether 
you examine for yourſelves or not—whether 


you favor or reject the doctrines we have 
recommended, ſtill ve ſhall continue to 
eſteern Jou, ſo far as goodneſs and truth are 
And 


manifeſt in the life and converſation. 
we neither expect nor requeſt the good opi- 
nion of pious minds, any further than we 


aft from thoſe principles, and regulate out 
lives by the infallible rule of Gop's holy 
word. — The doctrines we maintain, are open 


to the inſpection and judgment of men; and 


we only wiſh them to be received by man- 


kind, as from reaſon and ſcripture they are 


convinced of their truth and importance. 


We truſt we ſhall ever be ready to give A 
reaſon of the hope that 1s in us, with meek- | 
nels 


** 


* 


7 47 4 
h neſs and humility, at the 48 time with a 


firm reſolution, and manly fortitude, defend 


and ſupport, by ſolid argument and holy 
writ, the ſyſtem we have eſpouſed And 

while we firmly maintain, preach, and pro- 
feſs the doctrines and truths of the Loxp 
Jesus CRIST, our Gop and Saviour, I hope 
it will be our conſtant endeavour to recom- 

mend thoſe holy and heavenly doctrines, 

by a regular uniform life of goodneſs and 
truth—faith and love—charity and uſeful- 
neſs—Or, in ſcripture language, to love the 
Lord our God with all the heart—our 
neighbour as ourſelves—and keep the com- 


mandments. With this firm reſolution and 


deſire we will conclude this diſcourſe, by 
praying in the words of our text, There- 
« fore now let it pleaſe thee, O Logp our 

„ Gop, to bleſs this houſe of thy ſervant, 
that it may continue for ever before thee; _ 
« for thou, O Loxp Gon, haſt ſpoken it, 
© and with thy bleſſing let the houſe of thy 

0 ſervant be bleſſed for e ever !” Amen. | 
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